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. declme ﬂ"l‘lt the following is a full, clear, _
- and exact descuptlon of the: constructmn"*
~ and operation of the same, reference being
- had to the a,nne*{ed drawings, mqkmn a part
:_ol this- Spem catlon m Whlch——;ﬁ..-: R
 Figure 1, is a perspectwe view; I’w % a
]fhllt of the lid; and Fig. 3, a tlansx erse |
 view of a part of the arrangement. o

. The lid of this coffin may be mttqched to |

it by means of hinges (A, A)) on one side; i
| priate oblique apertur-eﬁ under the head of -

‘the ' press-pin, to.
“opening of the coffin, while being conveyed
‘to the vault, which When placed there 13 to
_"be mrefullv removed. -
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: 5
~ term a “life-preserving coffin in doubtful

~ cases of death,” and whereas there have
~been instances of human beings having been
' buried alive the inventor of thzs coﬁin hms.f
contrived an arrangement whereby any one.
~ who may not. reqlly have departed this life-
- may by the slightest motion of either the |
f;_he‘ld or hand actmcr upon  a - system of
‘cause the instantaneous
opening of the coffin-lid: and 1 do hereb‘y:_

 springs. and  levers
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- for its rece]:)tmn
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o “catch havmg; a ring
 tremity, the 111tent1011 of ‘which ring is to be |

~ placed on the finger of the person, so that a.j_ R
very small motion of the hand Would draw |

.move. flee]V in.

COFFIN TO BE USED IN CASES OF DOUBTFUL DE&TH

Speclﬁca.tmn of Letters Patent No 3 335 da,ted November 15 184:8

To all w?wm zzf ma,;z/ concern:

- Be it known that I, Cr RISTTAN | H]]NRY;-'
EISENBRANDT of the 011;37 of Baltlmore and
- State of* Mmlyland have invented a new
and useiul 13:11pr0vement in coffins, which I}

. so that it opens: hke a. chest, the wires of
~ “which are removable, to "lHOW the 1id to be

. taken off, till the burml of the person. On
- any. convement part of the side of the lid, or
80
- hinges, ‘is | placed a - strong -spring
~which may be either ;
~ any octher suitable form lmvmo a phte of
' _,fmeml (C). fastened on the pmt of the cof-

> fin, or lid, whereon the spring acts to raise
- the lid. _
~ fin, is placed a° splmo catch (D,) with an |
o ‘"Lppmpmate plate (E,) fastened to the lid, |
On the inside of the: tOp__ _
‘a small projection, with |
two lmles in it, for the receptum of the bent”
- ends, ov hooks of the wire (G, and H,) to |
= ~On the opposite su:le to |
~ said cateh, is plqee& a metal hook (If,) so |
contrived that a steel wire ((;) extending
- across the coffin, from the catch to the hook
- may be easily acted on, to draw said catch |
- inward, and allow the spring- (D) to open
- the lid, said wire hwmg a_bend, or hook at
ts end to enable it to hold on.
18, also, attached to : said

(H,). at its other ex- l._hfe mav be preserved
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on the coffin, on the opposite 31(:10 to the

A little below the bend of the cof-

of this catch,

wire, or chain,

_in the cateh, and dlsengage the lid. On the |

11181d6 of the hd a Sprmg lever (Ia) 15 ':f. |

' ..
n - '

_,forehre‘ld phte (K)

:)11%1 curved or: of |

“trance, until (:Iecom]:)051t1011 takes

A secondz*_ S
that should the person not reaﬂy be dead

low, and acts on, the cross wire ((

- _ﬁpla,ced the 10wer end of whlch e“ttends be-?, o
,) witha
atmched to its- upper
-end, exactly over the person’s forehead : this
: ;]ever with its spring near the fulcrum, is
| _'-';qutened to the 1id at about three ﬁfths of
(its length from the lower end, and is bent
S0-as to act. on ‘the cross wire advanta-
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geously ; thus the slightest motion of either - =

of metal, or any other. suitable m‘l.telml
-_.131":10901 emctlv over the mouth of the- person,;- e
50 as to allow of breathing, if required.
| Over the last named plate, and outside of

‘the head, or the hﬂnd acting on the spmnn’;;f-_{;
catch, Wlll cause the 11c1 to’ ﬂV open. - S
”’he lid ‘has a perforated air phte (L )
70

the lid, is ]ﬂaced another plate (M,) with -

a hmﬂe 80 as. .1t can be raised from the air
| plate, Whlch last named plate may have the_?_?-_ffjj
| ﬂ‘tme, age, :K@ enﬁraved upon. 1t o
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A press-pin (l‘T‘) passes . tluouo'h thé 51de
of the cotlin, and 1s made fast to “the spring -

{cateh, so that the coffin can be .opened on.
the outs1de., as well as on the inside. A

80 -

guard-pin {O,) is inserted into an- appro-

prevent the

accztdentalj
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W1 1at T claim as my mventlon and deswe_..-i?:_._:'v;.__;
'-"to secure: by Letters Patent 13——-.{ R
1. The combination of a sprmcr catch-
f':j‘mthm the coffin, with a rod, and ring, to be
stipped onto the ﬁnﬂer of. the sub] ect Wlthm S
-:'fts helem descubed S y S

I also claim the forehead phte in com—

| bmatwn with the spring catch, and rod, or

wire (

3. And, “finally

'-:_co fin, with its inmate, in a vault, with a

G,) whether by means of the 1eve1 i
(L) or other means substantially the same,
whereby the caich is opened by the motmn; -
of the subject’s hﬁad, as herein descrlbed i
_ T claim the air plate 111':_ ]
the lid of the coﬁm in combination with the_;_f
“devices ‘mee chlmed far'opemnn the hdf}j
fl"()lll within, as descmbed
Tt is mtended to phce the abowe descubed'_*_- N
105 ¢
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'key of the vault dep 051ted inside of its en-

Wfltnesses e
- D. H. MODONALD
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