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Lo all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, RicHARD B. LANUM, of
Circleville,in the cou ntv of Pickawayand State
of Ohio, 11.-,w invented a new and Improved

5 Grave-Torpedo, of which the following is a
speclﬁcatmn

Figure 1 is an elevation of the device, partly
11 sectlon Fig. 2 is a plan of the same, with
the shield partlv broken away that the mech

1o anism ot the device may be more plainly seen.
Kig. 3 is a plan showing the Shouldel formed
in the hammer-shank.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

15 The object of this invention is to provide a

torpedo so arranged that if placed in a grave |

1t will explode 1f any attempt be made to rob
the grave. -

In the drawings, A represents a hollow me-

2o tallic shell, that is to be filled with powder,
provided Wlth an opening, «, in its bottom,
through which the powder1 1.5 to be 111troduced

which opening « may be tlnhtly closed mth'

a screw-plug, b.

B is a metallic tube, pr ovided with a flange
or shoulder, ¢, that is inserted into the Shell
A, through thc central guiding-tube, C, until
the shoulder or flange ¢ setb upon the fche of
the shell A. Wlthm this tube B is a hammer,
30 D, whose shank D’ is encircled by a c4p1ml

Sprm , 15, and in the bottom of said tube B it
18 desmned to fix a percussion cap or
that b]nll be exploded by the fall of the haJm
mer D, and cause the explosion of the charge
35 1n the bhell A, |
The shank D’/of the hammer D is cut away,
SO0 as to present a shoulder, 7, on one face of
1t. Held by astud, g, that 1 is made fast on the
face of the shell A, is the horizontal flat bar
40 H, whose lower edne rests on the said shell A,
and whore upper edne 1S made to engage un-

. der the shoulder f of the hammer-shank D/,
and thereby hold the said hammer D dmwn
up and ready for a blow upon the cap d.

On the top of the hammer-shank D’ is fixed
a cross-bar, I, to each end of which is fastened

a draw- wile, Gr, and-a slight pull upon either
| of these wires G will suffice to turn the ham-

mer-shank D’ so that the shoulder 7 shall be
so disengaged from the bar H, in which case the
hammer D will instantly be torced down upon
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the cap d, and the torpedo be thereby exploded. |

waier, d,

|

}

ground, where the cap & will cover the tube L.

_ In order that the torpedo may be safely -
handied when it is being put in the grave, a
locking-pin, I, is screwed into the face of the gz
flange ¢ of the tube B, so as to press and hold
the bar ander the shoulder J-of the ham-
mer-shank D,

A shield, K, 1s set over the mechanism of
the torpedo to protect it from- the earth when 6o
buried, and the said shield K is provided with
an upward-projecting tube, L, through which
the locking-pin I and its e\itemmn 10d M may
extend upward to or near the surface of the
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_With the bar H locked under the shoulder
Jof the hammer-shank D’ the tor pedo can be

handled with perfect safety; and in this con-

ditton it is to be placed Wlthlll the grave wifth

the body, and the train-wires m (SIIOW]] in dot- 7o

ted lines, Ifig. 2) are to be attached to the

wires G, and be disposed in various directions
throughout the grave, so that they (the wires
m) shall De encountel ed on any attempt to
open the grave. Then when the grave is filled
the 100L1110 -pin I and extension-r od M are with-
drawn, so that on any future unauthorized dis-
turbance of its mechanism the torpedo will
explode.

whould it, however, be desired legitimately
to remove the bodv flmn the grave, the pin I
and rod M can be inserted thr ouﬂh the tube L
and the bar I be again locked under the shonl-
der f of the hammer-shank D/, so that the re-
moval may be made Wlthout {1&1]“61 to those
engaged 1n it.

Ha,vmﬂ thus déscribed my mvention, 1 ulaun
as new :-:md desire to secare by Lettub Pat-
ent— /

1. The hammer D, hammer-shank D’, pro-
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vided with shoulder f and bar H, in (,,omlnu.;m

tion with the spring E, substautlally as herein
shown and described. |
2. In combination with the cap ¢ of the tube
B and the bar H, the locking-pin I, substan-
tmlly as and for the purpose hermn desellbed
. In combination with the shell A and its
mech“mlsm, as herein described, the shield I,
substantially as and for the purposu set forth.

RICHARD BRYANT LANUM,

Withésses :
M. P. DAvIs,
C. . MORRIS.
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